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EDITORIAL
THIS is a special issue in memory of Tom Harrisson, former GovernmentEthnologist and Curator of the Sarawak Museum. That this is the thirdjournal with which I am acquainted to publish a memorial issue for Tom
indicates to some extent his perceived stature in Borneo and Southeast Asian
studies. (The other two journals are the Journal of the Malaysian Branch Royal
Asiatic Society and the Borneo Research Bulletin.)
Tom was a controversial person and he will no doubt continue to be controversial
for some time. Without doubt he focused a considerable amount of international
attention first on Sarawak and then more widely on Borneo as a whole. Archaeologi-
cally his major field contributions in Sarawak had to do with his work in the Niah
Caves and at Santubong. I feel that the one fairly critical article I have seen on
Tom's work has been mine on his treatment of the Niah archaeology (The Niah
research program. JMBRAS 50(1): 28-40; 1977). This should be read in con-
junction with Barbara Harrison's article in the same issue (Tom Harrisson's
unpublished legacy on Niah. JMBRAS 50(1): 41-51; 1977) which presents a
differing viewpoint. Controversy as concerns the Niah research program will
probably be active during the next few years.
I have organized this issue to start with a focus on Tom's work and then move
outward. The articles making up the second half of the issue are, most of them,
less directly concerned with Tom but are on subjects that were of interest to him.
His interest had spread to the Pacific the last few years of his life and had he lived
longer I suspect we would have had more articles from him involving the Pacific.
Tom's interests and involvements were very wide ranging. Partly as a result of
this he often came up with interesting, new ideas. In closing on Tom I would like
to call attention to two recent articles of Tom's that expressed thoughts on a new
idea of his that I feel is very important and on which, I suspect, we will be focusing
research for years to come. These are his papers on the Bajau, listed as 1973-74b
and 1976b on pages 17 and 18 of this issue. Life has been less interesting without
Tom.
The publication of this volume should mean the completion of twenty years of
publication. However, no volume appeared for the year 1965, and Volume IX,
which should have been dated 1965, was dated 1966. This volume was the first
published by the Social Science Research Institute of the University of Hawaii.
In the change from the Hong Kong University Press much time was lost, so we
decided to skip a year in our dating in order to catch up to date more quickly. We
hope to catch up again on our publication schedule without leaving out a year ~
this time.
We published an index with Volume V. It would obviously be useful to have
a new cumulative index, and I would like to work for such an index to cover the
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first twenty-five volumes of AP. If any of our readers would care to make a
comprehensive index for these twenty-five volumes, I would be very happy to hear
from such a volunteer. I would appreciate it if any readers particularly knowledge-
able about making an index would write to me with specific suggestions on how we
might go about it.
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